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Mark Your Calendars!
7/4
4th of July (university closed)
8/11
New Faculty Orientation begins
8/14




First Day of Classes
9/1
Labor Day (no school)
Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):
Oforiwaa Aduonum accompanied and performed with the Universalist Unitarian 
Community Adult Choir in Bloomington on Sunday, April 13.
Allison Alcorn presented a recital program for inner city fourth graders in Gary, 
Indiana. The Holy Angels Cathedral allowed Allison and her co-presenter, Dr. Stephen 
Schnurr, to use the Cathedral's sanctuary for the program. This year, Allison took two 
ISU students along to perform and talk to the students about staying in school, going to 
college, and what is involved with being a musician. Freshman Hannah Kehe and 
senior Emily Kuchenbrod interacted with about 100 fourth graders, performing and 
fielding countless creative questions from the students.  
Last month Allison adjudicated instrumental solo entries in the NAACP Academic, 
Cultural, Technological, and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO) for area high school 
students.  On April 22, Allison launched the inaugural School of  Music Student 
Research Symposium, along with junior Adam Schumacher.  Papers presented were 
Miranda DeBretto, "Characterization in Hildegard von Bingen's 'Ordo 
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Allison Alcorn, Emily Kuchenbrod, and Hannah Kehe at Holy Angels Cathedral in Gary, IN.
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Virtutum'" (paper resulting from MUS 253 - Music History 
Until 1750), Adam Schumacher, "The Application of  
Musical Generative Grammars: An Examination of  the 
Music of  Guillaume de Machaut" (independent study with 
Allison), and Emily Kuchenbrod, "How Shall I Laugh 
and Play?: Britten, Children, and Music" (independent study 
with Justin Vickers). The Symposium was supported with a 
grant from Friends of  the Arts. 
Karyl Carlson and choral conducting students attended a 
masterclass given by Dr. Craig Arnold and the Manhattan 
Chorale at the Chicago Palmer House Hilton. Graduate 
conducting student Kristin Moroni was one of  four 
conductors selected for the 3-hour masterclass on April 2.  
Karyl also recently conducted the District 214 Honor Choir. 
Participating high schools included Prospect, Buffalo Grove, 
Wheeling, Hersey, Elk Grove, and Rolling Meadows.
Michael and Judith Dicker performed with Anne Dervin 
in a Holocaust Memorial Recital organized by Anne at 
Bradley University on Wednesday, April 23.  Michael will 
also be soloing with the Heartland Festival Orchestra in a 
performance of  Haydn’s Sinfonia Concertante on May 31. 
Amy Gilreath is proud to announce that the Illinois 
Association of  Colleges for Teacher Education has named 
Greg Hensel as one of  its Outstanding Beginning 
Teachers.  Greg (BME 2012)  is Associate Director of  Bands 
at Downers  Grove South High School.  Also, she proudly 
announces that Philip Carter was named a Bone Scholar 
and received the Future Alumni Leader of  the Year Award.
Bill Koehler served as clinician/performer at the 21st  
Annual Richard Davis Foundation for Young 
Bassists Conference at the University of  Wisconsin-Madison 
on April 18-19. This  year marks his 19th year of  
involvement, which attracts students and faculty from
around the world.  Bill performed his original composition
for solo double bass entitled “Andalous,” and he conducted 
the Alumni Ensemble.   A ballade by Landini and “Fiddler's  
Folk Medley” by Koehler were performed by the ensemble.  
In addition, Bill's former student Chris Griffith performed 
the Bottesini Double Bass Concerto with the Fox Valley 
Symphony.  Chris is currently the Elementary and Middle 
School Orchestra Director at Yorkville District #115.
Leslie Manfredo served as a clinician for the Lake Zurich 
Middle School Choir, under the direction of  ISU graduate 
Kelly Harper. The 45-voice choir visited the ISU campus 
on Thursday, April 24, 2014. In addition to the clinic 
session, the choir took a tour of  campus, led by choral 
music education students Beth Hollander, Andrew 
Phelps, and Michael Gutierrez.
Joseph Manfredo presented a session at the National 
Association for Music Educators (NAfME) Collegiate state 
conference held at Western Illinois University.  The session, 
"Solving the edTPA Challenge," was presented to 
undergraduate music education majors from throughout the 
state.  Dr. Manfredo was also invited to guest lecture in 
TCH 465, a graduate course for masters and doctoral 
students in the College of  Education.  The lecture addressed 
literacy strategies for the music classroom.  Joe was also 
invited to lead clinic rehearsals in April for the Glenbard 
East, Mundelein, Evanston, Normal West, and Vernon Hills  
High School Wind Ensembles.  All of  these bands were 
selected to perform at the SuperState Concert Band Festival. 
Finally, he nominated Greg Hensel (BME 2012), for the 
Outstanding Beginning Teacher Award sponsored by the 
Illinois Association of  Colleges for Teacher Education 
(IACTE).  Greg was selected as the ISU Outstanding 
Beginning Teacher and will attend an awards presentation 
and legislative reception in Springfield on May 6, 2014.
Rose Marshack’s ATK 260 "Digital Performance Studio" 
students created and showcased some amazing sound and 
light projects at Family Science Day at Redbird Arena. 
DeBretto, Alcorn, Schumacher, and Kuchenbrod at the Symposium.
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Projects had children stomping and yelling, and their 
movements and voices activated dinosaur cartoons and 
rainbow light tunnels!  Two undergraduate Music Business 
students from Rose’s MUS223 "Music Business II" class 
visited the McLean County YouthBuild Charter School to 
help at-risk high school students design and build their own 
recording studio. At the end of  April, all MUS 223 students 
went into a local recording studio to write and record their 
own compositions.  Finally, she presented a gallery talk at 
the Sousa Archives and Center for American Music at 
UIUC last week titled "Rising from the Ashes of  Disco."  
Much of  Rose’s and partner Rick Valentin's (ATK) 
original music archives, posters, designs, legal contracts and 
software programs 
will become part of  
the Sousa Archives 
and Center for 
American Music 
later this summer.
Kim McCord and 
the Metcalf  
OrffCats, a grade 
4-8 jazz Orff  group, 
performed in 
Memphis at the All-
City Elementary 
Orff  Festival and at 
Graceland. Kim co-
directs the group 
with Metcalf  music 
teacher Donna Zawatski, On the trip, the group performed 
five of  Kim’s arrangements. 
At the National Association for Music Education Music 
Research and Teacher Education National Conference, Kim 
shared a research poster, “Improvisational Thinking in a 
Young, Gifted Twelve-Year Old,” and “Supporting Co-
Teaching in Special Music Education Courses,” a session 
based on her work with MUS 371 (Music and the 
Exceptional Child).  She also co-led an informal session 
hosted by the special research interest group, Children with 
Exceptionalities, entitled “iPad Apps for Children with 
Disabilities.”  On April 24, she was the guest speaker at 
Middle Tennessee State University (via Skype) on 
“Collaboration for Inclusion of  Students with Disabilities.”   
On April 28 and 29, the Advanced General Music class 
spent two days teaching at Marquette Elementary in the 
Chicago Public Schools as the capstone experience of  a 
semester focused on teaching in urban schools.  
On April 30, Kim traveled to Washington D.C. at the 
invitation of  VSA/The Kennedy Center for the Arts to 
participate in a session with 20 music and special educators 
to develop strategies for the specialties to collaborate on 
effective ways to develop inclusive K-12 music programs. 
Adriana Ransom reports that violinists Vickie Chiu and 
Lourenço Budo, violist Carol Argenta, cellists Charles 
Spurgeon, Angelina McLaughlin-Heil, Monica Sliva, and 
bassist Cláudia Amaral performed at the Sugar Creek 
Alzheimer’s Center on April 24 and 28.  Residents enjoyed 
the music of  Bach, Mozart, and Rossini. 
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Rose and students in the “Rainbow Tunnel.”
BME student Audra Ferguson teaching at Marquette Elementary School.
Budo, Chiu, Argenta, and Spurgeon performing at the Sugar Creek Center.Kim McCord and the OrffCats performing in Memphis, TN.
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Carl Schimmel’s work "Roadshow for Otto" was selected 
as the winning piece in the Professional Tier of  this year's 
American Modern Ensemble Composition Competition.  In 
addition to the $1000 prize, Carl’s piece will receive a 
performance in New York.  This summer he will be working 
on a chamber symphony for Alarm Will Sound and a string 
octet for the Ciompi and Amernet Quartets.  The 
Encyclopedia of  Humor Studies, which contains Carl’s 
entry on "Music", was released for publication last month.
Daniel Schuetz, countertenor, will be joining Barbara 
Hilbish, mezzo-soprano; Jennifer Schuetz, mezzo-soprano; 
Lauren Sheffy, soprano; Peter Schuetz, baritone; Joan 
Schuetz, soprano; and Lou Ann Fillingham, piano; for a 
recital titled “Spring Forward,” at Luther Oaks Chapel in 
Bloomington on Tuesday, May 20, at 6:30pm. The concert 
is free and open to the public, with a reception following.  
Daniel will be collaborating with Mr. Kevin Bylsma, piano, 
and Jane Schoonmaker Rodgers, soprano, at the Ann Arbor 
Festival of  Song, July 23-26. He will also be collaborating 
with ISU Voice Faculty on the “Singing Under the Stars” 
concert on Monday,  July 28.  Daniel plans to perform 
works by Schumann and Joe Dessin.  He will be giving a 
faculty recital titled “It Takes Two,” on Sunday, August 24 
at 3:00pm in the CPA. Collaborative artists will include 
Tuyen Tonnu, piano and harpsichord; Joan Schuetz, 
soprano; Kristin White, soprano; Lauren Sheffy, soprano; 
Sarah Gentry, violin; Judith Dicker, oboe d'amore; 
Michael Dicker, bassoon; and David Gresham, clarinet.
Matthew Smith and Rick Valentin (ATK) participated 
in a panel discussion for Millikin University’s Legal Issues in 
Music class on April 15.  A variety of  topics were discussed, 
including copyright, music distribution, appropriation, and 
media culture.
David Snyder presented the findings from his recent 
research titled "Music Student Teachers' Perceptions of  the 
Effectiveness of  the edTPA" at the national biennial 
research conference of  the National Association for Music
Education (NAfME) in St. Louis on April 10.  MMEd 
alumna  Jen Moder also presented a poster at the same 
conference.  On April 11, David also adjudicated the IHSA 
organizational contest at Olympia High School.  Several 
alumni were directing bands at the contest, including Kelly 
Rackauskas (Richter) at Heyworth High School, Kathy 
Huberman (Platek) and Randy Huberman at Central 
Catholic High School, Kyle Brubaker at Olympia High 
School, and current student Beth Hildenbrand conducted 
the Eureka High School band. 
Justin Vickers was honored to sing the world première of  
composer John David Earnest’s cycle “Songs of  Hadrian” 
with Tuyen Tonnu for the final concert of  the 2014 Red 
Note New Music Festival on April 2.  Justin and Tuyen will 
record the work in summer 2014.  Justin was invited to 
return to the University of  Kentucky on April 10 to 
perform Britten’s Canticle III: Still falls the rain for tenor, horn, 
and piano, alongside four of  the Seven Sonnets of  
Michelangelo for UK’s “Benjamin Britten Centennial 
Celebration: In Words and Music.” Justin was visiting 
scholar for The Rey M. Longyear Lecture Series, on which 
he also presented his new paper: “Beginners Like Ourselves”: 
Benjamin Britten, Eric Crozier, John Piper and the Independence of  an 
English Opera Group (1946-1948), which forms yet another 
link in a larger institutional history of  the EOG that he is 
writing. While in Kentucky, he also performed the Haydn  
Missa in Angustiis (Lord Nelson) under Maestro George Zack 
for the Slabaugh Sacred Choral Masterworks Series.  Justin 
is particularly gratified to be named the recipient of  the 
biannual Nicholas Temperley Prize for Excellence in a 
Dissertation by the School of  Music at the University of  
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for his doctoral dissertation, 
“’The Ineffable Moments Will Be Harder Won’: The 
Genesis, Compositional Process, and Early Performance 
History of  Michael Tippett’s The Heart’s Assurance” (2011).   
Justin is proud to see his student, countertenor Landon 
Westerfield, return for a May 2014 concert tour with 
Chanticleer, one of  the world’s preeminent choral 
ensembles, after a successful debut with them in 2013. 
Vickers’ summer endeavors for 2014 include multiple 
recording projects with Tuyen, R. Kent Cook, Gretchen 
Church, and John Orfe, recording the wide-ranging music 
of  Earnest, Britten, Hamish MacCunn, Joseph Summer, 
and Alexander Zhurbin, in addition to preparation for 
recital tours in 2014-2015.  Justin  and Tuyen will present 
companion voice and piano recitals of  the First and Second 
Viennese Schools during the coming season.  Justin also 
received word that he received a 2014 Impact Award from 
the University College and the Office of  the Provost. The 
award is based on individualized attention in the classroom.
Thank you for an amazing year 
in the School of Music!
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Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!  
All events scheduled through Peggy Dehaven in CE 225 
will be listed on the University Calendar.  Please 
check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know if  
corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that she 
may add it to your event announcement.  
Other News, Announcements, and 
Reminders
Grades, Grades, Grades!
Please remember to have your spring 2014 grades submitted 
by noon on Tuesday, May 13.  More information here.
Projectors, Projectors, Projectors!
Please remember to turn off  classroom projectors (not just 
mute) when you are finished with class.  This is especially true 
at the end of  the day or before the weekend.
Safety Reminders
Please remember to lock office doors if  you are working 
outside regular business hours.  Also, if  you need an escort to 
your car at night, do not hesitate to call Redbird Safe Walk.
Piano Humidification Control
Please keep piano humidification units plugged in at all times.  
If  unplugged, please plug it back in as soon as possible.  If  the 
piano has a cover available, please use it when finished.
Concert Hall Lights
When rehearsing in CPA, please use PRESET 9 whenever 
possible.  This will extend the life of  the lamps.  
Important SOM Forms
Many common and useful forms can be found on the SOM 
web site under Current Music Resources.
2014 - 2015 Audition Dates
Please mark your calendars:  9/27, 12/6, 1/24, 2/6, 2/7, 2/14 
An additional audition day for voice in Chicago is likely, but is  
still TBD.
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates
5/10 	 CFA Commencement @ 7pm - BSC
6/13 	 Marching Arts Camp begins - CH
6/25 	 ACDA ReTreat begins - CH/CPA 
6/30 	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH
7/7	 Block Conducting Workshop begins - CH
7/7	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH
7/13 	 Jr. High Band Camp begins - CH/CPA
7/14 	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH
7/19 	 MIO begins - CH, CPA, KRH
7/21 	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH
7/28 	 String Project Day Camp begins - CH
7/28 	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH
8/11 	 New Faculty Orientation begins - campus
8/14 	 Opening CFA and SOM meetings - UG, KRH
8/17 	 CFA Picnic @ 5pm - CVA plaza
8/17 	 Vocal and Choral placements - CH
8/28 	 Home Football - Hancock
9/1	 Labor Day
9/2	 Jury Recognition Recital @ 8pm - KRH
9/6	 Home Football - Hancock
9/13 	 Home Football/Family Weekend - Hancock
9/21 	 Choral Showcase @ 3pm - CPA
9/21 	 Symphony Orchestra @ 7pm - CPA
9/26 	 Jazz I & II @ 8pm - CPA
9/27 	 Transfer Audition Day
9/27 	 Home Football - Hancock
9/28 	 Wind Symphony @ 3pm - CPA
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